
 

The paths of water parcels over a period of 16 years after subduction off the coasts of California
and Peru as simulated by means of a realistic oceanic general circulation model forced with the
observed climatological winds. From the colours, which indicate the depth of the parcels, it is
evident that parcels move downward, westward, and equatorward unless they start too far to the
west off California, in which case they join the Kuroshio Current. Along the equator they rise to
the surface while being carried eastward by the swift Equatorial Undercurrent (Gu, Philander,
1997, Science, 275, 805-807).
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- The Subduction Hypothesis -
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